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Higher education is both a vaccine and an antidote 

against economic stagnation and social 

stratification―for individual Californians, our 

communities, and the state’s economy.

What we 
believe 
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California Competes: 
Higher Education for a Strong Economy
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Our Policy Priorities
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College Access and Success for Adults

Higher Education & Workforce Alignment

Effective & Accessible Online Education

Coordinated Policy Setting & Implementation
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Examining California's Postsecondary Landscape: 
Affordability, Access, and Opportunity

Reimagining California’s Postsecondary System to 
Meet The Needs of Today and Tomorrow

Improving College Access and Affordability with 
Holistic Student Support

Dig Deep with California Competes
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Today’s 
Agenda



SU JIN JEZ, PHD
CEO

Examining California’s 
Postsecondary Landscape:
Affordability, Access, and Opportunity
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Who is
flourishing?
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Who is
struggling?

p2p.californiacompetes.orgExplore at: 
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http://p2p.californiacompetes.org/


Reimagining California’s
Postsecondary System to Meet 
the Needs of Today and 
Tomorrow
SU JIN JEZ, PHD
CEO
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Governor’s state attainment goal and 
current status
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70% 
postsecondary 

attainment
by 2030

Attainment Goal State

53% 
postsecondary 

attainment
as of 2022
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5%
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Who goes to college has changed over time.

Students of color make up a larger share of today’s students.

46%

26%

17%

6%

0.3%

Source: CCCCO Datamart 
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CALIFORNIA COMPETES

6.8 Million
Adults with a HS diploma and no college degree
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Majority are parents

Majority have some college experience
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Rising costs of college have made higher 
education less affordable.

11|

Cost of attending college continues to increase.
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CSU

Nonprofit
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The current situation calls for a paradigm 
shift.
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A new vision requires that we determine the following:

The goal of 
higher education 

in today's 
California

Student needs and 
the challenges 

they face

Structures and 
resources to 

meet these goals
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Key principles for a reimagined higher 
education system
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Accessibility  Meaningful 
education

Adaptability Affordability

Equity 
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Transforming 
California’s 
higher 
education 
starts with 
designing for 
the student.

Regional structure

Connections to careers

Open access with numerous entry points

Flexible learning modalities 

Expanded conceptions of the college experience

A debt-free path to completion

Equitable transitions from high school to college 

A reconstituted coordinating entity 
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Improving College Access and 
Affordability with Holistic 
Student Support

AJ JOHNSON
POLICY DIRECTOR
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California Competes’s
Cal Grant Reform Primer
demystifies the program 

and future plans.
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What will 
change 
with the 
Cal Grant 
Reform?

The structure will be simplified. 

Age, GPA, and income requirements will be                                                    

streamlined.

Financial aid will address the full cost of 

attendance. 
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Who will be newly eligible?
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Who will be newly eligible?
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Who will be newly eligible?
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California Competes’s
Student Housing Primer

highlights recent 
legislative actions and 
common strategies to 

address housing 
challenges.
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Housing contributes greatly to students’ cost 
of attendance.
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CCC on campus

CCC off campus

CSU on campus

CSU off campus

UC off campus

UC on campus



Many California students lack stable housing 
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1 in 5 1 in 10 
California Community 

College students
California State 

University students

1 in 20
University of 

California students
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face housing insecurity and homelessness



Information 
Gathering

Understand housing costs, availability, and 
student needs 

$9 billion for developing affordable student 
housing and addressing homelessnessHousing Capacity 

Expansion
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Strategies to promote safe and 
adequate student housing
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Align housing 
investments with 

student needs

Employ emergency 
housing 

interventions 

Monitor 
progress and 
revisit plans

Leverage 
community 

partnerships
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California Affordable Student 
Housing (CASH) Coalition 

Affordable Student Housing 
Spotlights
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bit.ly/student-housing-spotlights
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California Competes’s 
Compendium of Public 

Benefits Programs
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bit.ly/public-benefit-programs
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CALIFORNIA COMPETES 29| 29bit.ly/public-benefit-finder

User-friendly tool to streamline access to 
public benefits
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Establish categorical eligibility for students

Simplify application & re-certification processes

Reduce documentation requirements

Facilitate data sharing across agencies

Outreach to potential participants

Enhance accessibility 
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Strategies to 
increase uptake 
of benefits
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Dig Deep with California 
Competes

AJ JOHNSON
POLICY DIRECTOR

SU JIN JEZ, PHD
CEO &
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CALIFORNIA COMPETES

APRIL 2024
SACRAMENTO, CA

Thank you for joining us! 

Please submit your feedback:

Su Jin Jez, PhD
jez@californiacompetes.org

AJ Johnson
ajohnson@californiacompetes.org
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